
 

 

EMBARGOED UNTIL JANUARY 25, 2023 – 12:01 AM EST 

NEW STUDY REVEALS NEARLY ONE QUARTER OF DUTCH MILLENNIALS AND GEN Z 

BELIEVE THE HOLOCAUST WAS A MYTH OR EXAGGERATED 

Only Half Of Respondents Are In Favor Of Recent Efforts By Dutch Public Figures To Acknowledge And 

Apologize For The Netherlands’ Failure To Protect The Jews During The Holocaust. 

 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK: January 25, 2023—The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against 

Germany (Claims Conference) today released a Netherlands Holocaust Knowledge and Awareness 

Survey, including a breakdown of Millennial and Gen Z respondents, exposing a disturbing lack of 

awareness of key historical facts about the Holocaust and the Netherlands’ own connection to Holocaust 

history. 

A majority of Dutch respondents (53 percent of all respondents and 60 percent of Millennials and Gen Z) 

"did not cite" their own country as a country where the Holocaust took place. Although there were several 

transit camps in the Netherlands used to deport Jews to concentration camps, such as Auschwitz, more 

than half (59 percent of all respondents and 71 percent of Millennials and Gen Z) could not name a single 

transit camp that was located in their country. 

The findings include: 

• More than half of all respondents (54 percent of all respondents and 59 percent of Millennial and 

Gen Z) do not know that six million Jews were murdered, and 29 percent believe that two million 

or fewer Jews were killed during the Holocaust. 

• Alarmingly, this number grew to 37 percent of Millennials and Gen Z who believe that two 

million or fewer Jews were murdered during the Holocaust. 

• The number of respondents who believe the Holocaust is a myth was higher than any country 

previously surveyed, with 23 percent of Millennials and Gen Z, and 12 percent of all respondents 

believing the Holocaust is a myth or the number of Jews killed has been greatly exaggerated. 

Nine percent are unsure. 

• Twenty-two percent of Millennials and Gen Z feel it is acceptable for an individual to support 

neo-Nazi views and 13 percent are unsure. Twelve percent of all Dutch respondents feel it is 

acceptable and 11 percent are unsure. 

• When asked whether they support or oppose recent efforts by Dutch public figures to 

acknowledge and apologize for the Netherlands’ failure to protect Jews during the Holocaust, 

only 44 percent of Dutch Millennials and Gen Z support and half (50 percent) of all Dutch 

respondents support. 

“Survey after survey, we continue to witness a decline in Holocaust knowledge and awareness. Equally 

disturbing is the trend towards Holocaust denial and distortion,” said Gideon Taylor, Claims 

Conference President. “To address this trend, we must put a greater focus on Holocaust education in our 

schools globally. If we do not, denial will soon outweigh knowledge, and future generations will have no 

exposure to the critical lessons of the Holocaust.” 



 

One of the most iconic names associated with the Holocaust, Anne Frank, lived in hiding in Amsterdam 

during the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands. While most Dutch respondents (89 percent) were familiar 

with Anne Frank, 32 percent of Millennials and 27 percent of all adults surveyed do not know Anne 

Frank died in a concentration camp. All of this indicates a need for better context within the current 

curriculum and a more robust Holocaust education program overall. 

Greg Schneider, Claims Conference Executive Vice President, said, “One of the more troubling trends 

we continue to see in these surveys is the rise in numbers of people who believe the Holocaust was a myth 

or that the number of Jews murdered is exaggerated. In the Netherlands survey, 23 percent of Millennial 

and Gen Z respondents believe that the Holocaust was a myth or that the number of those murdered was 

greatly exaggerated. The numbers overall regarding denial and distortion are also higher compared to 

other countries we have surveyed. This is a denigration to those who lost their entire family during the 

Holocaust. On a positive note, this survey, like all of the surveys we have conducted, indicates a strong 

desire for improved Holocaust education in schools across the world.” 

While many of the identified gaps in Holocaust knowledge among Dutch adults are shocking, there is a 

clear desire for Holocaust education. Two-thirds (66 percent) of Dutch respondents and a majority of 

Dutch Millennials and Gen Z agree that Holocaust education should be compulsory in school. And, 77 

percent of all respondents say it is important to continue to teach about the Holocaust, in part, so it does 

not happen again. 

Max Arpels Lezer, a Holocaust survivor from the Netherlands, said, “As a Holocaust survivor from 

the Netherlands, it is important to me that future generations learn about and understand the history of the 

Holocaust. I am upset and deeply concerned by these findings. That many of my countrymen do not even 

know their own national history. Without education, future generations will not understand the full impact 

of the Holocaust in my country. It is of utmost importance for us who survived that the future generations 

carry forward our testimonies even when we are gone.” 

Emile Schrijver, survey taskforce member and General Director of the Jewish Cultural Quarter in 

Amsterdam, said, “While many of the historical facts related to the Holocaust in the Netherlands are not 

known, I am encouraged by the number of respondents to this survey that believe Holocaust education is 

important. We know that we can work together with educators to ensure the trends we see in Holocaust 

denial and distortion and the rise in antisemitism are countered by a robust curriculum of Holocaust 

education. This must be our focus moving forward.” 

Matthew Bronfman, Claims Conference Task Force Chairman, said, “The ongoing Holocaust 

Knowledge and Awareness surveys continue to build a strong case for Holocaust education. As we 

explore the base of knowledge about the Holocaust around the world, we are competing with the rapid 

growth of social media and the platforms those channels provide to those who would deny and distort the 

history of the Holocaust. Now more than ever, we need to be lending support to teachers in their current 

efforts around Holocaust education and expanding their resources so we do not lose this battle to the 

detractors.” 

Eddo Verdoner, National Coordinator on Combating Antisemitism, the Netherlands, said, “It is 

shocking to see that 23 percent of Millennials and Gen Z believe the Holocaust is either a myth or has 

been exaggerated. This points to a growing gap in knowledge and awareness. We must do better in our 

schools to fight Holocaust distortion wherever we find it. Additionally, 66 percent of all respondents and 

57 percent of Millennials and Gen Z feel Holocaust education should be compulsory in school, while 

that’s the majority, the survey shows the importance of a more robust effort to engage future generations 

in Holocaust history.”  

 



 

MAJOR SURVEY FINDINGS 

Knowledge and Awareness 

• 54 percent of all respondents and 59 percent of Millennials and Gen Z do not know six 

million Jews were killed during the Holocaust. More than one quarter (29 percent) of 

respondents, including 37 percent of Dutch Millennials and Gen Z, believe two million or fewer 

Jews were killed. 

• Nearly one-third of respondents (31 percent) were unable to name a single one of the more 

than 40,000 camps or ghettos established during World War II. While a high percentage of 

respondents were able to name the notorious Auschwitz (60 percent), this drops to little more than 

half with Millennials and Gen Z (52 percent). 

• Only 22 percent of all respondents and 17 percent of Millennials and Gen Z are able to 

name Westerbork, a transit camp in the Netherlands and the location Anne Frank was sent 

to before being deported to Auschwitz.  

Holocaust Denial and Distortion 

• The number of Dutch adults who believe the Holocaust is a myth was higher than any country 

previously surveyed; 12 percent of all respondents believe the Holocaust is a myth or the 

number of Jews killed has been greatly exaggerated, while 9 percent are unsure. These 

numbers are higher among Dutch Millennials and Gen Z, where nearly one-quarter (23 percent) 

believe the Holocaust is a myth or the number of Jews killed has been greatly exaggerated, while 

12 percent are unsure. 

• There is widespread agreement that Holocaust denial and Holocaust distortion are problems in the 

Netherlands today. After a brief description of Holocaust denial, more than 6-in-10 (62 

percent) of all Dutch respondents say that Holocaust denial is a problem today. 

Neo-Nazism and Antisemitism 

• Dutch respondents believe that neo-Nazism is more prevalent in the U.S. than in the Netherlands. 

While 20 percent say there are a great deal or many neo-Nazis in the Netherlands, 44 

percent say there are a great deal or many neo-Nazis in the U.S. 

• 65 percent of all Dutch respondents believe there is antisemitism in the Netherlands today 

and 16 percent are unsure, while 53 percent of Millennials and Gen Z believe there is 

antisemitism in the Netherland today and 21 percent are unsure. 

• A majority of respondents (53 percent) believe something like the Holocaust could happen 

again, including 44 percent of Dutch Millennials and Gen Z. This is about average across all 

countries studied where adults surveyed believe something like the Holocaust could happen again 

(U.S. (58 percent), U.K. (56 percent), France (54 percent), Austria (45 percent), and Canada (45 

percent)). 

Holocaust Education 

• More than three-quarters of Dutch respondents (77 percent) say that it is important to 

continue to teach about the Holocaust, in part, so it doesn’t happen again. This includes 62 

percent of Dutch Millennials and Gen Z. When compared to other countries surveyed, Holocaust 

education is considered important across all populations in the U.S. (80 percent), the U.K. (88 

percent), France (82 percent), Austria (75 percent), and Canada (85 percent). 

https://www.claimscon.org/study/
https://www.claimscon.org/uk-study/
https://www.claimscon.org/france-study/
https://www.claimscon.org/austria-study/
https://www.claimscon.org/study-canada/


 

• Two-thirds (66 percent) of Dutch respondents, and a majority (57 percent) of Dutch 

Millennials and Gen Z believe that Holocaust education should be compulsory in school. 

Additionally, 64 percent of all respondents say that educators in the Netherlands should be given 

more professional development opportunities and resources to teach about the Holocaust. Note: 

This is the lowest of all of the countries surveyed, including adult respondents in the U.S. (88 

percent), Canada (72 percent), Austria (76 percent), and both France and the U.K. (75 percent). 

 

Survey Taskforce: 

The Netherlands Holocaust Knowledge and Awareness Survey taskforce was led by Claims Conference 

Board member Matthew Bronfman and comprised historians and subject matter experts from museums, 

educational institutions, and leading nonprofits in the field of Holocaust education, including Yad 

Vashem, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, the Claims Conference, and the Jewish Cultural 

Quarter in Amsterdam. Taskforce members include: Richelle Budd Caplan, Director of International 

Relations and Projects at the International School of Studies at Yad Vashem; Dan Michman, Head of the 

International Institute for Holocaust Research at Yad Vashem; Emile Schrijver, General Director of the 

Jewish Cultural Quarter in Amsterdam; Tad Stahnke, Director of International Educational Outreach at 

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum; Michael Feuer, Dean of the Graduate School of Education 

and Human Development at George Washington University; David Marwell, Director Emeritus, Museum 

of Jewish Heritage; and Holocaust survivor Sidney Zoltak. 

 

Survey Methodology and Sample: 

The Netherlands Holocaust Knowledge and Awareness Survey was commissioned by the Claims 

Conference. Data was collected by Schoen Cooperman Research, with a representative sample of 2,000 

interviews with adults aged 18 and over between December 1 and December 20, 2022, across the 

Netherlands. The margin of error on the Netherlands sample of 2,000 is +/- 2%. 

 

The Netherlands survey was funded by the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and Future and the 

German Federal Ministry of Finance as part of the Holocaust Education Program. 

For more information, please visit: www.claimscon.org. 

 

# # # 

 

About the Claims Conference: The Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany (Claims 

Conference), a nonprofit organization with offices in New York, Israel and Germany, secures material 

compensation for Holocaust survivors around the world. Founded in 1951 by representatives of 23 major 

international Jewish organizations, the Claims Conference negotiates for and disburses funds to 

individuals and organizations and seeks the return of Jewish property stolen during the Holocaust. As a 

result of negotiations with the Claims Conference since 1952, the German government has paid more than 

$90 billion in indemnification to individuals for suffering and losses resulting from persecution by the 

Nazis. In 2022, the Claims Conference will distribute over $700 million in compensation to over 210,000 

http://www.claimscon.org/


 

survivors in 83 countries and allocated over $720 million in grants to over 300 social service agencies 

worldwide that provide vital services for Holocaust survivors, such as homecare, food and medicine. 

 

Press Contacts 

United States: 

 Jamie Schaefer-Wilson, Jamie.Schaefer-Wilson@claimscon.org 

Noël Kepler, Noel.Kepler@claimscon.org 

Jeff Simmons, Jeff@anatgerstein.com  

Joanna Gallai, Joanna@anatgerstein.com  

 

Germany: 

 Konrad Matschke, Konrad.Matschke@claimscon.org 

 Cornelia Levi, Cornelia.levi@claimscon.org 

 Dr. Ruth Kinet, ruth.kinet@claimscon.org  

 

Israel and Russia: 

Anna Magin, Anna@annamagin.com  

Yuval Dadush, yuval@scherfcom.com  
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